
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Chester-le-Street Ramblers Group held on  24th Jan. 2007 at 7.30pm at the Chester le
Street Golf Club.

Number of members present 36

Opening Statement by Chairperson Harry Preece.
Harry welcomed all members present at the meeting.

Apologies for absence were received from H. Stout, E.Scott, D.Downing, I.Bell, I.Kinneson and D.Leadbitter.

The minutes of the previous AGM (2006) were circulated, read  and accepted as a true record.

Matters arising  from the minutes : none.

Secretary’s Report. (Bryan Stout).

1 Membership is 114, with a high percentage of members attending walks and social functions.
2 Members were encouraged to attend  the Area A.G.M., which we are hosting in the Parish Centre on Sat. 27th Jan 2007.   A

local walk led by D.Draper will take place at 10.30 a.m. and the meeting will start at 2.00p.m.
3 Insurance and dogs.  Dogs are allowed on walks as long as they are strictly controlled.  However, attendance is at the

discretion of the walk leader and members should ask the leader's permission before the walk.
4 Questions that are considered important to be answered at the A.G.M. must be presented beforehand in writing, and

sufficient time must be given to gather information. Three letters have been received so far.  One will be considered in
A.O.B. and the other two have been passed to the Walks' Co-ordinator.

5 Congratulatiojns were given to Chris. Leach, our original secretary, who joined our group in 1987.

Treasurer’s Report. (Bob Moat)

1. The accounts have been fully audited .
2. The balance is £181.57.

Footpaths Secretary’s Report. (David Middleton)

1. David talked at length about the growing threat of wind farms in the area, and asked members to send letters of concern to
Durham County Council.

2. Footpath work continues as normal with no major problems.

Walks Co-ordinator’s Report. (Bill Fairnington)

1. Bill expresses his thanks to all walk leaders.  There has been a good variety of walks.
2. Once again, there is sometimes a problem of incorporating both an A and a B walk.
3. It would be better if the walk leader selected a back marker who could follow the route to be taken.
4. Pauline brought up the problem of reflective vests, of which we have ten.   She encouraged both leaders and back markers to

wear them.

Social Committee report. (Irene Bell)
1. Irene presented a full social programme, of which members had a copy.
2. The committee has purchased a laminator and small guillotine to help in programme presentation.
3. Irene thanked the other members of the committee for their hard work.

Chairperson’s Report. (Harry Preece)
1. Harry thanked all members of both committees for their hard work.  The success of the club was due to the great amount of

work done.

Election Of Officers.
It was proposed and seconded that the present officers should be re- elected en bloc.

Officers therefore are :
Chairperson  Harry Preece.
Secretary.  Bryan Stout.



Treasurer.  Bob Moat.
Auditors.  Bill Fairnington and Alan Hedley.
Footpaths Secretary.  David Middleton.
Walks Co-ordinator.  Bill Fairnington.
Social Organiser.  Irene Bell.

Brian Anderson agreed to represent the club at area meetings and report back to the committee.

The Committee consists of Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Footpaths Secretary, Walks Co-ordinator, Social Organiser and
nominated persons, who are  Stan Roddam and Val Moat .
One nominated person can be the out- going chairperson.
Any CLS Club member can attend a Committee meeting but has no voting rights.

The Social Committee consists of Irene Bell, Irene Kinnison, Chris Leach, Val Moat,  Pauline Wilson, Dave Downing
and Barry Fisher.

Any Other Business.

1. There was very bad weather on the day of the Keswick Fair, and it was suggested that the trip be re-booked in the future.
2. A letter was produced from Pauline Wilson suggesting

"to encourage new members onto the committee all members should be allowed to remain in office for three years and
only remain in position thereafter if no suitable person volunteers for that particular office."

Much discussion took place and a number of points were put forward, including :
This could be a good ideas.
There could be difficulties since all present committee members have already served more than three years.
When does the three years start, now or back dated ?
Why change what already works well ?

A proposal was made by David Middleton and seconded by Bryan Stout, that in view of the amount of discussion required and
the changes  to the constitution which would be needed, this subject be discussed in full at the next committee meeting and a full
report given back to the members for acceptance or rejection at a special members' meeting.  A vote was taken :  the result was
30 for and 6 against.

3. Chris Leach brought up the problem of walk members staying in contact with the other members of the group whilst on walks.
This is an on-going problem which needs to be resolved.

The Meeting closed at 9.05 pm.


